
Guardian ad Litem Board 

Public Minutes 

March 15, 2019 

121 South Fruit Street 

 
A meeting of the Guardian ad Litem Board was held on March 15, 2019. The meeting was called to order 

by Chairperson Duncan at 1:00 p.m. Also in attendance were: David Villiotti, Representative David 

Welch, Attorney Sarah Blodgett and. David Robbins. Not present were Attorney Todd Prevett, Attorney 

Betsy Paine, Honorable Henrietta Luneau  and Senator Hennessey. Attending from the Office of 

Professional licensure and Certification was Chris Horne.  Mary Clare Kusturin was present as a member 

of the audience. 
 

1. Reading and approval of the February 15, 2019 minutes- Representative Welch made a motion to 

accept the minutes from the February 15, 2019 meeting. D. Robbins seconded, all in favor and motion 

passes. 

  

2. Unfinished Business-  
  

 a. Discuss the GAL Survey that was sent out- Board would like to send a survey out through 

 survey monkey. Hopefully this will get a better response than the 18 that sent it in this time. 

  

3. Communications General-  

 a. Prior to reading the minutes Mary Kusturin introduced herself to the Board. She will be 

 submitting an application in the near future. She has a MSW and has worked for Easter Seals. 

 The Board looks forward to receiving her application. 

 b. Chairperson Duncan spoke with Judge King about a Judges Panel training. She also asked him 

 if there are areas in the state that there are not enough GALs and the quality of the GALs from the 

 Judges opinions. 

 c. Moira from the Office of the Child Advocate will be at the Board meeting in May. 

 d. Judge Carbon will be calling into the Board meeting in April to meeting to discuss a question 

 she has regarding rule 503.06(h) requiring the GAL to notify the Court and the Board about being 

 a party  to an unrelated case in  the Courts. What is the rationale for this? Board would like the 

 Boards attorney and the rules attorneys input on this as well. 

4. CEU Requests- in Reviewing the rules the courses below that are independent reading are denied . 

Staff is going to review the Free State social work website. 

 a. Community Report on Autism-3 hrs.- 

 b. Level 1 Alcohol and Drug Awareness and Education-8 hrs.- 

 c. Drugs Brain and Behaviors; The Science of Addiction-2 hrs.- 

 d. Substance Use in Women- 2 hrs.- 

  e. Child Welfare Practice with Families Affected by Parental Incarceration- 1 hr.- 



 f. Chronic Child Neglect-1 hr.- 

 g. Facing Addiction in America-7 hrs.-  

 h. Principles of Substance Abuse Prevention for Early Childwood-2 hrs.-denied 

 i. Parenting Intervention for Men Who Batter-1 hr.- 

 j. Sibling Issues in Foster care and Adoption-1 hr. 

 l. Prescription Opioid Misuse, Heroin Use, Maintenance Medications and Treatment-2hrs.- 

 m. Immigration and Child Welfare-1 hr.denied 

 n. Research Report Series: Cocaine, Inhalents, Hallucinogens and Dissociative Drugs- 2 hrs.-

 denied 

 o. Preventing Suicide: A Technical Package of Policy, Programs and Practices- 2 hrs.- denied 

 p. Marijuana- 1hr.- denied 

 q. Therapeutic Communities- 1hr- denied 

 r. Principles of Adolescent Substance Use Disorder Treatment-2 hr.-denied 

 s. Child Specialist I- 24hrs.- denied 

5. Board Updates-  

 a.. Number of GALs- as of 2/28 2019-  noted 

  1. Current- 61 plus 1 no longer accepting appointments 

  2. Temp- 4 

  

 b. Late reports- staff will send a letter thanking her for her response. 

   

6. New Business-  

 a. HB 583- Public Hearing was on March 6-  this Bill was ITL 

 b. Chairperson Duncan talked with Judge Gordon about a few items that would be on a wish list 

 to have concerning GALs. One being higher pay and the other would be a ranking of some sort 

 for the courts. This would be difficult in this day of social media.  

 c. HB 295- Concerning the Office of the Child Advocate-this will be staying in committee. 

 d. Mary Kusturin wanted to give the Board some positive input. A Gal that she has had 

 experience with was very good. The GAL thought about the best needs of the child. This 

 experience was one of the reasons she wanted to be a GAL. 



 e. Staff is going to get the advice of the Boards attorney about the quorum of the GAL Board.  

 This Board has the ability to reach out to prior Board members to step in if need be. 

7. Non-Public Session- 

a. Upon the motion of Representative Welch and the second of D. Robbins, the Board, by roll call 

vote, voted to conduct a non-public session at 2:10 p.m. Such a non-public session is authorized 

by RSA 91-A:3, II(j), RSA 91-A:5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 118N.H.574(1978), and the Board’s 

executive and deliberative privileges. Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which 

passed by unanimous vote of all members present. 

b. Upon return to public session D. Robbins made a motion to seal the minutes, Representative 

Welch seconded, roll call vote and motion passes. 

8. Adjournment- the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 

 a. April 12, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. 

 


