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Adopt Soil 301.01, previously effective 3-11-11 (Document #8006-A) and expired on 3-11-2019, to 

read as follows:  

 

CHAPTER Soil 300  CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

PART Soil 301  APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

 Soil 301.01  Application Process. 

 

 (a)  A person wishing to become an apprentice soil scientist or wetland scientist shall submit the 

following. 

 

(1)  An application for “Application for Soil or Wetland Scientist Apprentice” as described in 

Soil 301.02(b); 

 

(2)  If the applicant answered in the affirmative to any of the yes or no questions located on the 

“Application for Soil or Wetland Scientist Apprentice” form, shall provide a detailed description 

of the incident(s); and 

 

(3)  “Professional Reference Form” described in Soil 301.06(a); 

 

(2)  A certified copy of transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended, as described in 

Soil 301.02; 

 

(4)  The application fee specified in Soil 301.04. 

 

 (b)  A person wishing to become certified as a soil scientist or wetland scientist shall submit the 

following: 

 

(1)  An application for “Application for Initial N.H. Certification as Soil Scientist or Wetland 

Scientist” as described in 301.02; 

 

(2)  A certified copy of transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended, as described in 

Soil 301.02; 

 

(3)  References specified in Soil 301.06(a); 

 

(4)  Copies of at least 6 maps as follows: 

 

a.  For wetland scientists the maps shall be described in Soil 302.04; and 

 

b.  For soil scientists the maps shall be as described in Soil 302.02(h); 

 

(5)  Have taken and passed the examination described in Soil 303; and 

 

(6)  If the applicant answered in the affirmative to any of the yes or no questions located on the 

“Application for Initial N.H. Certification as Soil Scientist or Wetland Scientist” shall provide a 

detailed description of the incident(s); and 

 

(7)  The application fee specified in Soil 301.04. 
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 (c)  If the board, after receiving and reviewing a completed application packet complying with Soil 

301.01 (a) or (b), requires further information or documents to determine the applicant's qualification for 

certification, the board shall: 

 

(1)  Notify the applicant in writing within 30 days; and 

 

(2)  Specify the information or documents it requires. 

 

 (d)  An application shall be considered to be completed on the first date that the board has received: 

 

(1)  The completed application packet described in (a) or (b) above; and 

 

(2)  Any additional information or documents which may have been requested pursuant to (c) 

above. 

 

 (e)  The application shall be denied if the application packet is not complete within one year of the 

receipt by the board of the application-form part of the application packet. 

 

 (f)  The board shall issue written approval or denial of an application within 60 days of the date that 

the application packet is complete. 

 

 (g)  Any applicant wishing to challenge the board's denial of an application for initial certification 

as shall: 

 

(1)  Make a written request for a hearing of the applicant's challenge; and 

 

(2)  Submit this request to the board: 

 

a.  Within 60 days of the board’s notification of denial; or 

 

b.  If the applicant is on active military duty outside the United States, within 60 days of 

the applicant’s return to the United States or release from duty, whichever occurs later. 

 

 

Readopt with amendment Soil 301.02, previously effective 3-11-11 (Document #9886-B) and expired 

on 3-11-2019, to read as follows:  

 

 Soil 301.02  Application Forms. 

 

 (a)  The applicant for certification as a soil scientist or wetland scientist shall be the [supply the 

following on the application:] “Application for Initial N.H. Certification as Soil Scientist or Wetland 

Scientist” described in Soil 301.02(c) provided by the board. 

 

[(1)  General information about the applicant, including his or her: 

 

a.  Name and any names previously used; 

 

b.  Written signature; 

 

c.  Residential address; 
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d.  Present position; 

 

e.  Organization and title; 

 

f.  Business address; 

 

g.  Business and personal telephone numbers; 

 

h.  Place and date of birth; 

 

i.  E-mail address; 

 

j.  Current certification/registration information as a soil scientist or wetland scientist; 

 

k.  Whether the applicant has ever been convicted of any felony, or misdemeanor that has 

not been annulled by a court pursuant to RSA 651:5 and if not annulled, the name of the 

court in which the conviction occurred, the details of the offense and the date of 

conviction and the sentence imposed; and 

 

l.  The applicant’s social security number required pursuant to RSA 161- B:11, VI-a; 

 

(2)  Information regarding the applicant’s registration/certification in other states, including: 

 

a.  The first state certified/ registered in; 

 

b.  The certificate number and date certified; 

 

c.  Whether certified by examination; 

 

d.  Whether the certificate is now in force, and if not, the reasons why certificate is not in 

force; and 

 

e.  Whether the applicant has ever been denied registration, certification or licensure as a 

soil or wetland scientist or disciplined by this board or another soil or wetland scientist 

board in any other state or country and if so, an explanation of the circumstances; 

 

(3)  A list of current memberships in professional or scientific associations, including: 

 

a.  The name of organization; 

 

b.  The location; 

 

c.  The  applicant’s grade of membership; and 

 

d.  Date of membership; 

 

(4)  A transcript of college or university credits obtained, including: 

 

a.  The name of institution; 
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b.  Years attended; 

 

c.  Graduation date, 

 

d.  Credits completed; and 

 

(e)  The degree awarded. 

 

(5)  A list of home study and correspondence school courses related to soil science or wetland 

science completed; 

 

(6)  Evidence of professional experience related to soil science or wetland science, including: 

 

a.  Name and address of employer; 

 

b.  Title of position; 

 

c.  Dates of employment; 

 

d.  Name and present address of someone familiar with each position; 

 

e.  Summary of soil or wetland plans; and 

 

f.  As applicable, additional information supplied on the supplemental experience record 

form in the same format as number 6 of the certification application; 

 

(7)  The names, complete addresses, occupation and business relationship with applicant of 5 

references, not related to the applicant with 2 references being soil scientists or if applying for 

wetland scientist certification 2 shall be wetland scientists; and 

 

(8)  Applicant's signature completed under oath or affirmation. 

 

 (b)  The applicant for apprentice soil scientist or apprentice wetland scientist shall supply the following 

on or with the application: 

 

(1)  General information about the applicant, including his or her: 

 

a.  Name and any names previously used; 

  

b.  Written signature; 

 

c.  Residential address; 

 

d.  Present position; 

 

e.  Organization and title; 

 

f.  E-mail address; 

 

g.  Business address; 
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h.  Business and personal telephone numbers; and 

 

i.  Place and date of birth. 

 

(2)  Whether the applicant has ever been convicted of any felony, or misdemeanor that has not 

been annulled by a court pursuant to RSA 651:5 and if not annulled, the name of the court in 

which the conviction occurred, the details of the offense and the date of conviction and the 

sentence imposed; 

 

(3)  Information regarding the applicant’s registration/certification in other states, including: 

 

a.  The first state certified/ registered in; 

 

b.  The certificate number and date certified; 

 

c.  Whether certified by examination; 

 

d.  Whether the certificate is now in force, and if not, the reasons why certificate is not in 

force; and 

 

e.  Whether the applicant has ever lost registration, certification or licensure as a soil or 

wetland scientist or disciplined by this board or another soil or wetland scientist board in 

any other state or country and if so, an explanation of the circumstances; 

 

(4)  A list of current memberships in professional or scientific associations, including: 

 

a.  The name of organization; 

 

b.  The location; and 

 

c.  The applicant’s grade of membership, and date of membership; 

 

(5)  A transcript of college or university credits obtained including: 

 

a.  The name of institution; 

 

b.  Years attended; 

 

c.  Graduation date; and 

 

d.  Credits completed; 

 

(6)  A list of home study and correspondence school courses related to soil science or wetland 

science completed; 

 

(7)  Evidence of professional experience related to soil science or wetland science as indicated 

on the certification application; 

 

(8)  As applicable, additional professional experience information supplied on the supplemental 

experience record form; 
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(9)  Names and certificate numbers of apprentice supervisors; and 

 

(10)  Applicant's signature.] 

 

 (b)  The application for certification as soil scientist or wetland scientist shall be the “Application 

for Certification as a Soil or Wetland Scientist Apprentice” provided by the board. 

 

 (c)  “Application for Initial N.H. Certification as Soil Scientist or Wetland Scientist” shall require 

the following information be provided: 

 

(1)  Choose the type of certification being requested by checking either soil scientist or 

wetland scientist; 

 

(2)  First, last, and middle name of the applicant; 

 

(3)  Residential Address 

 

(4)  Business name and applicants’ position and title at that business; 

 

(5)  Business address indicating if this is the mailing address by checking the box provided; 

 

(6)  Business phone number; 

 

(7)  Personal phone number; 

 

(8)  E-mail address; 

 

(9)  Social security #; 

 

(10)  Place and date of birth; 

 

(11)  List all states where the applicant has ever held a certification or registration including 

the following information: 

 

a.  License number; 

 

b.  State where license was issued; 

 

c.  Year certification or registration was issued; 

 

d.  Number of hours examination; 

 

e.  If the license was issued by reciprocity or grandfathered; 

 

f.  If the license is active or has lapsed; and 

 

g.  If lapsed why the license lapsed. 

 

(12)  List all colleges and universities attended including the following information: 

 

a.  Start and end date of education; 
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b.  Graduation date; 

 

c.  Number of credits completed; and 

 

d.  Degree awarded; 

 

(13)  List home study and corresponding school courses related to soil or wetland science 

if application and include the following information: 

 

a.  Course dates; 

 

b.  Educational institution; and 

 

c.  Semester hours awarded; 

 

(14)  Provide a summary of your employment and include the following information: 

 

a.  Indicate in the column titled “Key” the number used in the supplemental 

experience record described in (15) for each assignment or project; 

 

b.  Indicate the dates of employment; 

 

c.  list the name of the employer, title of position, location and character of each 

position, and degree of responsibility; and 

 

d.  Name and present address of someone familiar with each position.  This person 

shall be a person the applicant reported to or an individual familiar with the 

applicants work at the place of employment; 

 

(15)  Provide a detailed supplementary experience and include the following information: 

 

a.  By numbering each project or assignment consecutively.  The number you assign 

to each project shall be the number you use in the key section of the summary of 

employment described in (14) above. 

 

b.  List and identify projects or assignments in chronological order, starting with 

your first soil scientist projects or assignments.  Be specific in identifying the portion 

of the work personally completed.  Identify the project by job title, name of client, 

location of project, total cost, and cost of the portion completed by the applicant. 

 

(16)  Those applying for certification as a soil scientist provide a list of the 6 soil maps 

that comply with Soil 302.04 that are attached to the application and include the following 

information: 

 

a.  Date; 

 

b.  Standard; 

 

c.  Agency; and 
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d.  Owner’s name and address; 

 

(17)  Those applying for certification as a wetland scientist provide a list of the 6 wetland 

maps that comply with Soil 302.04(b) that are attached to the application and include the 

following information: 

 

a.  Date; 

 

b.  Standard; 

 

c.  Agency; 

 

d.  Owner’s name and address; and 

 

e.  Classification of the wetland delineated; 

 

(18)  List 5 references not related to the applicant with 2 references from soil or wetland 

scientists, having personal knowledge of the applicants experience and include the 

following information for each of the references: 

 

a.  Full name; 

 

b.  Complete address; 

 

c.  References phone number; 

 

c.  Occupation of the reference; and 

 

d.  Business relationship to the applicant; 

 

(19)  Answer yes or no to the following questions: 

 

a.  Have you ever been convicted of any felony or misdemeanor that has not been 

annulled by a court pursuant to RSA 651:5 that has not been annulled. 

 

b.  Have you ever been denied registration, certification, or licensure as a soil 

scientist or disciplined by this board or another soil scientist board in any other 

state or country 

 

(20)  If the applicant answered yes to the question listed in (19)a. above the name of the 

court in which the conviction occurred, the details of the offence, the date of the 

conviction, and the sentence imposed; 

 

(21)  If the applicant answered yes to the question listed in (19)b. above a detailed 

explanation of the circumstances 

 

(22)  The applicants signature and date of signing below the attestation: 

 

“I have read the contents hereof and clearly understand that the correctness and 

truth of my statements as recorded in this application and documents in support of 
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the application are material, not only to the issuance of the certificate of licensure, 

as applied for, but also to the retention of said certificate, if issued.” 

 

 

Adopt Soil 301.03 and Soil 301.04, previously effective 3-11-11 (Document #8006-A) and expired 3-

11-19, to read as follows:  

 

 Soil 301.03  Fees.  All fees shall be in the form of credit card, money order, or check made payable 

to: "Treasurer, State of New Hampshire." 

 

 Soil 301.04  Application and Certification Examination Fees.  The fees shall be as follows: 

 

 (a)  Application fee for certification as a soil scientist shall be $155.00; 

 

 (b)  Application fee for certification as a wetland scientist shall be $155.00; 

 

 (c)  The application fee for certification as a soil scientist apprentice shall be $77.50; 

 

 (d)  The application fee for certification as a wetland scientist apprentice shall be $77.50; 

 

 (e)  The fee for the field examination for certification as a soil scientist shall be $200.00; 

 

 (f)  The fee for the field examination for certification as a wetland scientist shall be $200.00; 

 

 (g)  The biennial renewal fee shall be $155.00; and 

 

 (h)  The reinstatement fee after 30 days shall be $155.00. 

 

 

Readopt with amendment Soil 301.06, effective 3-11-11 (Document #9886-A and Document #9886-

B), and expired 3-11-19 in paragraphs (a) and (c), and renumber as Soil 301.05 to read as follows:  

 

 Soil 301.0[6]5  Information from References for Soil Scientist and Wetland Scientist Applicants. 

 

 (a)  The applicant for certification shall have the 5 references listed on the application form 

described in Soil 301.02 complete the “Professional Reference Form”; and 

 

 (b)  The [application forms] shall [be provided by the board requiring the following information] 

include: 

 

(1)  Applicant's name; 

 

(2)  Reference's full name [and address]; 

 

[(3)  References for wetland scientist candidates which provide a brief description of the 

knowledge of the wetland scientist applicant’s qualifications in wetland delineation and 

documentation; and] 

 

(3)  The references present business or profession; 

 

(4)  Answer yes or no to the question “Are you a certified or practicing soil scientist”; 
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(5)  If the reference answers yes to question (4) above list the state certified or practicing; 

 

(6)  Answer yes or no to the question “Are you a certified or practicing wetland scientist”; 

 

(5)  If the reference answers yes to question (6) above list the state certified or practicing; 

 

(6)  How long have you know the applicant; 

 

(7)  Answer yes or no to “Are you in any way related to the applicant” and if yes list how; 

 

(8)  What has been your business connection with the applicant; 

 

(9)  Answer yes or no to the question “Do you know anything reflecting adversely on the integrity 

or general good character of the applicant” and if you provide a detailed explanation; 

 

(10)  To the best of your knowledge how many years of experience does the applicant have within 

the field; 

 

(11)  Answer yes or no to the question “Would you employ the applicant in a position of trust” 

and if no provide a detailed explanation; 

 

(12)  If the applicant is connected with a firm provide the firms name and address, and position 

of the applicant; 

 

(13)  Answer yes or no to the question “Is the applicant qualified to be placed in responsible 

charge” and if no provide a detailed explanation; 

 

(14)  If the applicant is in an individual practice provide the nature of such practice; 

 

(15)  Answer yes or no to the question “Do you recommend the applicant for certification in New 

Hampshire” and if no provide a detailed explanation; 

 

(16)  Any additional remarks concerning the applicant if the reference wishes to provide any; and 

 

[(4)] (17)  The signature [of reference] and date of [signed] signing below the following 

attestation: 

 

“I make the above statements with full knowledge that the person referred to is 

making application for licensure to the State of New Hampshire Natural Scientist 

Board.” 

 

 (c)  The board shall use as references any individuals, companies, or institutions whose names 

appear in any part of the application form. 

 

 

Adopt Soil 301.06, previously effective 3-11-11 as Soil 301.08 (Document #9886-A), and expired 3-11-

19, to read as follows:  

 

 Soil 301.0[8]6  Additional References.  The board shall require of the applicant the names and addresses 

of additional references if the original references are unclear, incomplete, or contradictory. 
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Adopt Soil 302 through Soil 305, previously effective 3-11-11 (Document #9886-A), and expired 3-11-

19, to read as follows:  

 

PART Soil 302  QUALIFICATION OF APPLICANTS 

 

 Soil 302.01  Candidates Requirements. 

 

 (a)  Candidates for certification as a soil scientist shall meet the requirements established by RSA 

310-A:84, I before a certificate shall be granted which shall include not having been convicted of any 

felonies or misdemeanors relating to dishonesty and demonstrate good professional character in the content 

of references provided. 

 

 (b)  Candidates for apprentice soil scientist certification shall meet the requirements of RSA 310-A:85 

I. 

 

 (c)  Candidates for certification as a wetland scientist shall meet the requirements established by RSA 

310-A:84, II(a) before a certificate shall be granted which shall include not having been convicted of any 

felonies or misdemeanors relating to dishonesty and demonstrate good professional character in the content 

of references provided. 

 

 (d)  Candidates for apprentice wetland scientist shall meet the requirements established by RSA 310-

A:84 II-a and II-b before a certificate shall be granted. Candidates for apprentice wetland scientist certification 

shall meet the requirements of RSA 310-A:85, II. 

 

 Soil 302.02  Soil Scientist Candidate Experience Requirements.  Experience in the practice of soil 

science shall be determined pursuant to RSA 310-A:84 as follows: 

 

 (a)  A minimum one year of the experience required pursuant to RSA 310-A:84 shall be actual field 

soil mapping; 

 

 (b)  Teaching soil science courses or performing research in soil science or agronomy curriculum shall 

be considered the practice of soil science.  Such teaching or research shall not be considered actual field soil 

mapping experience; 

 

 (c)  Educational courses shall not be considered actual field mapping experience; 

 

 (d)  Each advanced degree in a related field shall be counted as one year of experience with one year 

awarded for a Master’s degree and 2 years awarded for a Ph.D. in a related field including geology and any 

other field in which the principles of soil science are applied.  Advanced degrees shall not be considered actual 

field soil mapping experience; 

 

 (e)  Employment by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) or other governmental agency as a soil scientist and active engagement in the 

practice of soil science as defined under RSA 310-A:76, IV, shall be considered experience pursuant to RSA 

310-A:84.  Each year of such employment shall be considered one year of experience; 

 

 (f)  If experience is claimed under Soil 302.02(e), the applicant shall provide an affidavit stating: 

 

(1)  The dates of employment; 
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(2)  The number of total acres soil mapped during such employment; 

 

(3)  The county and state locations of soil mapping; and  

 

(4)  The standards by which soil mapping was conducted. 

 

 (g)  Actual field soil mapping experience shall be the practice of soil science as defined under RSA 

310-A:76, IV. 

 

 (h)  Soil maps prepared during the practice of soil science shall meet: 

 

(1)  The standards of the National Cooperative Soil Survey as follows: 

 

a.  Soil Taxonomy, A Basic System of Soil Classification for Making and Interpreting 

Soil Surveys, second edition, published 1999; 

 

b.  Keys to Soil Taxonomy, Twelfth Edition published, 2014; 

 

c.  Official series descriptions, Soil Survey Staff Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, United States Department of Agriculture.  Official Soil Series Descriptions, 

published, February 10, 2008;  

 

d.  The Field Book for Describing and Sampling Soils, Version 3, Division Staff U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, published September 2012; 

 

e.  Soil survey manual, Soil Survey Division Staff U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Handbook 18, published 2017; and 

 

f.  NH Statewide Numerical Soil Legend, issue #9, dated January 2017; or 

 

(2)  The standards of Special Publication No.1 of the Society of Soil Scientists of Northern New 

England, High Intensity Soil Maps for New Hampshire published December 2017; or  

 

(3)  The standards of Special Publication No. 3 of the Society of the Soil Scientists of Northern 

New England, Site-Specific Soil Mapping Standards for New Hampshire and Vermont, 

published July 2021. 

 

 (i)  Training as an apprentice soil scientist, where the apprentice is practicing soil science as defined 

under RSA 310-A:76, IV, shall be considered experience; 

 

 (j)  Six or more soil maps shall be prepared to the standards under Soil 302.02 (h), all maps shall be 

submitted with a copy of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) mapping with site located and owner’s 

name and address. The map shall include the name of the person who prepared the map, the supervisor’s 

name, and date the map was prepared; 

 

 (k)  The board shall request additional maps if the maps are incomplete or unclear or do not meet the 

standards of Soil 302.02 (h); and 

 

 (l)  The board shall conduct field reviews of any of the supplied maps when it deems it necessary to 

clarify the applicant's experience upon permission of current landowner. 
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 Soil 302.03  Soil Scientist Candidate Education Requirements.   

 

 (a)  In order to indicate to the board competency to practice as a soil scientist, the candidate shall have: 

 

(1)  Be a graduate of an accredited 4-year college curriculum leading to a baccalaureate degree, 

where the applicant successfully completed 30 semester hours in biological, physical and earth 

science, including 15 semester hours in soil science, and have a specific record of an additional 

3 or more years experience in the practice of soil science; 

 

(2)  Be a graduate of an accredited college curriculum leading to a baccalaureate or an associate 

degree, where the applicant has successfully completed 15 semester hours in soil science, and 

have a specific record of an additional 4 or more years experience in the practice of soil science; 

or 

 

(3)  Be a graduate of an accredited college curriculum leading to a baccalaureate or associate 

degree, or have earned the equivalent number of credits, and have a specific record of an 

additional 6 or more years in the practice of soil science. 

 

 (b)  In addition to (a) above the soil scientist applicant shall have: 

 

(1)  Soil genesis and classification; and 

 

(2)  Soil morphology. 

 

 Soil 302.04  Wetland Scientist Experience Requirements.  Experience in the practice of wetland science 

shall be determined as follows: 

 

 (a)  A minimum one year of the experience requirement shall be actual field delineation of wetland 

boundaries pursuant to RSA 310-A:84, II-b (a); or 

 

 (b)  A minimum of 3 years of the experience requirement shall be actual field delineation of wetland 

boundaries and the preparation of wetland maps, the classification of wetlands, the preparation of wetland 

function and value assessments, the design of wetland mitigation, the implementation of wetland mitigation, 

the monitoring of wetlands functions and values, and preparation of associated reports.  Each advanced 

degree in a related field shall count as one year of experience, pursuant to RSA 310-A:84, II-b (b); and 

 

 (c)  The applicant’s presentation of 6 or more wetland delineation maps with all wetlands classified 

according to Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United States, FWS/OBS-79/31 as 

follows; 

 

(1)  At least one of the delineation maps shall include a complete assessment of functions and 

values using either the method for the Comparative Evaluation of Nontidal Wetlands in New 

Hampshire, published March 1991 or US Army Corps of Engineers, Highway Methodology 

Workbook Supplement, published September 2009, for candidates pursuant to RSA 310-A:84, 

II-a (a); and 

 

(2)  At least four of the delineation maps shall utilize the standards of the Corps of Engineers 

Wetland Delineation Manual, Technical Report 4-87-1, (January 1987), Interim Regional 

Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and 
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Northeast Region, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, published October 2009, and the remainder 

shall meet the requirements of a state or federal regulatory agency. 

 

 (d)  The applicant’s presentation of 6 or more wetland delineation maps with all wetlands classified 

according to Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United States, FWS/OBS-79/31 as 

follows: 

 

(1)  One of the delineation maps shall include a complete assessment of functions and values 

using either the method for the Comparative Evaluation of Nontidal Wetlands in New Hampshire, 

published March 1991 or US Army Corps of Engineers, Highway Methodology Workbook 

Supplement, published September 2009, for candidates pursuant to RSA 310-A:84, II-a (a); or 

 

(2)  Four of the delineation maps shall utilize the standards of the Corps of Engineers Wetland 

Delineation Manual, Technical Report 4-87-1, (January 1987), Interim Regional Supplement to 

the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast Region, U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, published October 2009, and the remainder shall meet the 

requirements of a state or federal regulatory agency. 

 

 Soil 302.05  Wetland Scientist Candidate Mapping and Education Requirements. 

 

 (a)  All wetland delineation maps shall cite the standard which was utilized and the agency to which 

they were submitted. 

 

 (b)  All wetland delineation maps shall be submitted with a copy of the USGS mapping with the site 

located and the owner’s name and address. 

 

 (c)  The board shall request additional maps and supporting documentation, including but not limited 

to field notes, reports or data forms if the maps are incomplete or unclear or do not meet the requirements 

of Soil 302.04 and 302.05. 

 

 (d)  The board shall conduct field reviews of any of the supplied maps when it deems it necessary to 

clarify the applicant's experience upon permission of the current landowner. 

 

 (e)  Teaching a college level credit course in wetland science according to the standards of Soil 302.04 

shall be considered one year of experience. 

 

 (f)  Wetland science performed as an apprentice wetland scientist under the direct supervision of a 

certified wetland scientist and according to the standards of 302.04 shall be considered experience. 

 

 (g)  Candidates for wetland scientist pursuant to RSA 310-A:84, II-a (a) shall provide satisfactory 

evidence of a minimum of 24 credit hours in any of the following environmental sciences: 

 

  (1)  Botany; 

 

  (2)  Soil science; 

 

  (3) Hydrology; 

 

  (4)  Wetland science; 

 

  (5)  Biology; 
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  (6)  Forestry; 

 

  (7)  Wildlife; 

 

  (8)  Ecology; 

 

  (9)  Water resources; 

 

  (10)  Plant science; 

 

  (11)  Agronomy; 

 

  (12)  Geology;  

 

  (13)  Earth science; 

 

  (14)  Wetland mitigation; or 

 

  (15)  Assessments of functions and values. 

 

 (h)  Candidates pursuant to RSA 310-A:84, II-a (b) shall provide satisfactory evidence of a minimum 

of 12 combined credit or non-credit semester hours in any of the environmental sciences list in Soil 302.05 

(g). 

 

 (i)  As set forth in RSA 310-A:84, II-a (a) and (b) 12.5 hours of the workshops in any of the 

environmental sciences referenced in 302.05 (g) shall be equivalent to one semester hour. 

 

PART Soil 303  EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Soil 303.01  Examination Requirements for Soil Scientist Candidates. 

 

 (a)  After submission of all material described in Soil 301.01(b), except for Soil 301.01(b) (5), the 

applicant shall be notified that they are eligible to sit for the written portion of the examination. 

 

 (b)  The examination for a soil scientist shall consist of both a written exam and a field exam.  The 

applicant shall be required to pass the written portion examination with a score of at least 70% before being 

eligible to take the field portion of the examination. 

 

 (c)  All soil scientist examination candidates who completed the educational requirements of 

Soil 302.03 shall register to take the examination with the natural scientist examination company 

contracted with the natural scientist board through the state of New Hampshire RFP process. 

 

 (d)  The board shall hold soil scientist field examinations in May and September.  Examinations shall 

be given to all persons who have successfully passed the soil scientist written examination. 

 

 (e)  The field exam shall be a test of the applicant’s ability to prepare a soil map.  The test shall consist 

of an actual field soil mapping pursuant to the standards of Soil 302.02 (h) (1) of a parcel of land selected by 

the board.  The soil map prepared by the applicant shall be graded based upon a comparison of a master soil 

map of the parcel prepared by a consensus of at least 3 certified soil scientists and a majority vote of the board.  

The time allotted shall not exceed 6 hours.  The grade shall be pass or fail. 
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 Soil 303.02  Examination Requirements for Wetland Scientist Candidates. 

 

 (a)  After submission of all material described in Soil 301.01(b), except for Soil 301.01(b) (5), the 

applicant will be notified that they are eligible to for the examination. 

 

 (b)  The examination for wetland scientist shall consist of both a written exam and field exam.  The 

applicant shall be required to pass the written portion examination before being eligible to take the field 

portion of the examination. 

 

 (c)  All wetland scientist examination candidates who completed the mapping and educational 

requirements of Soil 302.05 shall register to take the examination with the natural scientist 

examination company contracted with the natural scientist board through the state of New Hampshire RFP 

process. 

 

 (d)  The board shall hold wetland scientist field examinations in June and September on a parcel of land 

selected by the board. Examinations shall be given to all persons who have successfully passed the wetland 

scientist written examination. 

 

 (e)  The field exam shall be a test of the applicant's ability to practice wetland science pursuant to Soil 

302.04. The time allotted shall not exceed 6 hours.  The grade shall be pass or fail. 

 

 Soil 303.03  Re-Examinations. 

 

 (a)  An applicant for certification failing either the written or field portion of the examination may 

apply for re-examination at the next scheduled examination as follows: 

 

(1)  The applicant who fails the written examination shall be re-examined by the natural 

scientist examination company contracted with the natural scientist board through the state of 

New Hampshire RFP process at the next available test date in either March or July; 

 

(2)  The applicant who fails the field examination shall be re-examined upon payment of the 

$200.00 fee described in Soil 301.04(g) and be scheduled for the next available test date in 

either June or September; 

 

(3)  A candidate failing either the written or field examination 3 times shall furnish evidence to 

the board of additional experience, study, or educational credits equal to 6 semester hours of 

college credit before being allowed to proceed with further examinations. 

 

PART Soil 304  CREDENTIALS 

 

 Soil 304.01  Certificate.  An applicant for certification as a certified soil scientist or certified wetland 

scientist, who has met all the requirements of RSA 310-A and who has paid all of the fees, shall be issued a 

certificate by the board authorizing the practice of soil science or wetlands science. 

 

 Soil 304.02  Certified Soil Scientist or Wetland Scientist Pocket Cards.  Biennially, the board shall issue 

a certification card, numbered to correspond with the soil scientist's or wetland scientist’s assigned number, 

to each certified soil scientist or wetland scientist upon receipt of the biennial renewal fee and acceptance of 

renewal application.  The card shall certify that the soil scientist or wetland scientist holds a certificate in good 

standing and is authorized to practice soil science scientist or wetland scientist to the date of expiration as 

shown on the card.  No card shall be issued to an apprentice soil scientist or apprentice wetland scientist. 
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 Soil 304.03  Authorization to Practice.  An applicant for soil scientist or wetland scientist apprentice, 

who has met all requirements of Soil 301.01(a) and has been approved by the board shall be issued an 

authorization to practice as an apprentice. 

 

 Soil 304.04  Soil Scientist Seal. 

 

 (a)  Upon issuance by the board of a certificate to an applicant as a certified soil scientist, the 

certificate holder shall acquire an impression type seal or rubber stamp of the design. This seal shall bear 

the certificate holder’s name and number as shown on the certificate. 

 

Figure 3.1 Seal/Stamp 

 

 
 

 (b)  The seal shall consist of 2 concentric circles, the outer circle having a diameter of 1.6 inches and 

an inner circle having a diameter of 1.4 inches.  In the space between the 2 circles there shall be the words 

"State of New Hampshire" at the top of the circle and the words "Certified Soil Scientist" at the bottom of 

the circle.  In the space inside the inner circle a tile spade shall be depicted horizontally and centered.  Below 

the image of the tile spade shall appear the certificate number of the soil scientist.  Above the image of the 

tile spade shall appear the soil scientists name. 

 

 (c)  All papers or documents involving the practice of soil science under this chapter when filed for 

public record, shall be dated and bear the signature and seal of the certified soil scientist who prepared or 

had responsibility for and approved them.  It shall be a violation of these rules for the certified soil scientist 

to stamp or seal any documents with their seal after the certificate has expired.  It shall be a violation of 

these rules for the certified soil scientist to stamp or seal any document not prepared by them personally or 

under their direct supervision. 

 

 Soil 304.05  Wetland Scientist Seal. 

 

 (a)  Upon issuance by the board of a certificate to an applicant as a certified wetland scientist, the 

certificate holder shall acquire an impression type seal or rubber stamp of the design approved by these 

rules. This seal shall bear the certificate holder’s name and number as shown on the certificate. 
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Figure 3.2 Seal/Stamp 

 

 
 

 (b)  The seal shall consist of 2 concentric circles, the outer circle having a diameter of 1.6 inches and 

an inner circle having a diameter of 1.4 inches.  In the space between the 2 circles there shall be the words 

"State of New Hampshire" at the top of the circle and the words "Certified Wetland Scientist" at the bottom 

of the circle.  In the space inside the inner circle cross-section of a wetland boundary shall be depicted. The 

depiction shall include a view of trees, shrubs, shallow marsh and aquatic plants. Below the image of the 

wetland boundary shall appear the certificate number of the wetland scientist.  Above the image of the wetland 

boundary shall appear the wetland scientist’s name. 

 

 (c)  All papers or documents involving the practice of wetland science under this chapter when filed for 

public record, shall be dated and bear the signature and seal of the certified wetland scientist who prepared or 

had responsibility for and approved them.  It shall be a violation of these rules for the certified wetland scientist 

to stamp or seal any documents with their seal after the certificate has expired.  It shall be a violation of these 

rules for the certified wetland scientist to stamp or seal any document not prepared by them personally or 

under their direct supervision. 

 

PART Soil 305  BOARDS DENIAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION 

 

 Soil 305.01  Denial of Application.  An application shall be denied if, after notice and an opportunity 

for hearing, there is a finding that: 

 

 (a)  The applicant, or someone acting on the applicant's behalf, has submitted false information to the 

board in connection with the application; 

 

 (b)  Evidence of past disciplinary action taken by another certification or licensing body or a 

professional society or association, indicates the applicant cannot be relied upon to practice competently, 

safely and honestly, or adhere to the standards of conduct required by Soil 500; 

 

 (c)  Evidence of conviction of a felony or misdemeanor indicates the applicant cannot be relied upon 

to practice competently, safely and honestly, or adhere to the ethical standards required by Soil 500; 

 

 (d)  Evidence of behavior that would violate the ethical standards of Soil 500, indicates the applicant 

cannot be relied upon to practice competently, safely and honestly, or adhere to the ethical standards 

required by Soil 500; 

 

 (e)  The applicant failed to meet the educational and experience requirements of Soil 302; or 

 

 (f)  The applicant failed to successfully pass the examinations required pursuant to Soil 303. 
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APPENDIX 

 

Rule Statute Implemented 

Soil 301.01 RSA 310-A:82, I, 310-A:86 

Soil 301.02 RSA 310-A:82, I, 310-A:86 

Soil 301.03 RSA 310-A:92, I (g) 

Soil 301.04 RSA 310-A:82, V, RSA 310-A:92 

Soil 301.05 (formerly Soil 301.06) RSA 310-A:82, I, II,  310-A:86 

Soil 301.06 (Formerly Soil 301.08) RSA 310-A:82, I, II, 310-A:86 

Soil 302.01 RSA 310-A:84, I, II, 310-A:85 

Soil 302.02 RSA 310-A:84, II and RSA 310-A:86 

Soil 302.03 RSA 310-A:84, II and RSA 310-A:86 

Soil 302.04 RSA 310-A:82, RSA 310-A:84 II-a, II-b 

Soil 302.05 RSA 310-A:82, RSA 310-A:84, II-a, II-b 

Soil 303.01 RSA 310-A:82, III, RSA 310-A:84 I  

Soil 303.02 RSA 310-A:82, III, 310-A:84, II-a 

Soil 303.03 RSA 310-A:82, III, RSA 310-A:84, I, II & III 

Soil 304.01 RSA 310-A:87 

Soil 304.02 RSA 310-A:87 

Soil 304.03 RSA 310-A:87 

Soil 304.04 RSA 310-A:87 

Soil 305.01 RSA 310-A:82, I, RSA 310-A:84 

 


